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like Fox, one who developed his oratorical powers by
speaking on all and every occasion, and it was not
until April, 1893, that Mr. Gladstone is found writing
to the Queen: "A little later in the evening Mr. Austen
Chamberlain, son of Mr. Chamberlain, took part for
the first time in the debates of the House. He delivered
one of the best speeches which has been made against
the Bill (i.e. the Second Home Rule Bill), and
exhibited himself as a person of whom high political
anticipations may reasonably be entertained." The
Prime Minister had given him a friendly cheer, and
a day or two after he showed how great a gentleman
he was by observing: "I will not embark on any
eulogy of the speech: I will endeavour in a few words
to sum up what I desire to say of it. It was a speech
that must have been dear and refreshing to a father's
heart." Contemporaries testify that Mr. Joseph
Chamberlain was never so moved in public as on this
occasion.

The Liberal Unionists were returned forty-seven
strong at the General Election of 1892, and Mr. Austen
Chamberlain was appointed their junior Whip. Of
that Parliament he wrote in after years:

Of all the Parliaments in which I have sat ...
that of 1892-5 was by far the most exciting.
Passion was at fever heat from the very first, parties
were very evenly divided, the Government majority
was small, and the Opposition was determined to
use its rights to the uttermost and to give no
quarter. When the House met for business in
January, 1893, the debate on the Address was
only concluded by the unusual expedient of a
Saturday sitting; that on the introduction (now a
purely formal stage) of the Home Rule Bill took